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Lettre du Roy de Ia Grande Bretagne 
'  * au Lord Comte Portland. - 


- Guillaume Roy. 


Ou Coufin,quoy qu'avant.voſtre depart 
| L pour la Hollande je yous aye ample- 
mentexplique mesintentions,je ne laifſepasde 
vous Ectire 1a Preſente pour vous faire part 
des reflexions nouvelles que ja'y faites depuis 
voſtre embaiQuement; afin que les joignant 
3 roy premieres inftructions, vous en put 
tirer le fruit qui convient dans la conjoucture 
-preſente, | 
Plus jenviſage Tatteinte que la ville d'Am- 
ſterdam vient de donner 2 mon autorite, & 
le prejudice Queetle peut porter au bien par- 
ticulier de mon. Service, & 2 celay de 1a 
ChrefticutE; moins je puis me reſoudre 4 me 
relacher de mes droits, & 4 ſouſcrite A lare- 
-queſte de ces Magiftrats injuſtes'& mEcon- 
naifſans, qui oublient les ſervices figualez 
. ins mes Peres & my avrons rendus A cet 
tat depuis I'Eftabliflement de 1a Rebub- 
hque, & fe laiffant feduire par quelques 
eſprits feditieux & jaloux de ma Grandeur 
& de mon credit dans ces Provinces, profi- 
tent de 'mon abſence & des Engagemens 
4ans leſquels je me trouve, & veulent faire 
revivre une 'pretention qui eſt auffi chime- 
rique & aufi mal-fond&ce, qu'elle eft inju- 
rieuſe Y ma gloire. | 
En effet, quiconque examinera ſans pre- 
vention les titres ſur lefquels cette puiflante 
& ſeditienſe Ville, appuyele droit de fe ſou- 
faire de Pautorite du Statholder, les trou- 
vera fi peu ſolides, qui'l ſera furpris qQu*aucun 
homme ſenſe puife y donner 1a moindreat- 
_ tention: Elle produit de pretendus privi- 
leges qui Ini.ont eft& accordez en divers 
temps. par Marie & par Philippes II. & qui 
ont eftE confirmez depuis 1'etabliflement de - 
la Republique par les Etats meſmes au pre- 
judice d'un de mes Anceſtres: Elle allegue 
en meſme temps obligation a laquelle-clie 
Seft engagee par. ſermeat ſolemnel a chaque 
mutation de Magiftrats, de maintenir lefdits 
privileges. Pour dEtruire des droits auſfi 
mal-&tablis, il ne faut Que eonſulterles Loix 
de |'Republibue, Qui lors de fa fondation en 
ſhpprimant le gouvernement Monarchique, 
ont en meſme temps abroge tons les privi- 
leges, & tontes tes Conceſſions accortees par 
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| My Confin, 


Lk; before your departure for He!- 
[ have amply explained to.you my 
Intentions, yet Ithought fit to write to you 
this preſent Letter, to acquaint you with the 
new Reflections -which I hare made after 
your embarking; to the end, that joyning 
them to your former ons, you may 
draw from them that” uſefulneſs which is 
convenlent in this preſent juncture. 

The more 1 confider the Blow which the 
Town of Amſterdam has given to my Au- 
thority, and the Prejudice it may bring to 
the particular concern of my Service, and to 
that of all Chriſtendom ; the leſs I can re- 
ſolve to balk my ſelf of my- Rights, and ta 
ſtoop to the Requeſt of thoſe Unjuſt and 
Ungrazeful Magiſtrates, who can forget the 
fignal Services which my Angeftors and my. 
Self have done to this State, fince the efta- 
blſhment of the Republick ; and; ſuffering 
themſelves to be ſeduced by ſame (editious 
Spirits, who are jealous of my Grandeur, and 
of my.Creditin theſe Provinces, do take ad-. 
vantage frgo my Abſence, and the Engage» 
mentsin which I. aminrolvyed; and will needs 
revivea PretenGon asChimerical,andillgrouns 
ded in it (elf, as jt is injurious to my Glory. 

For, whoever ſhall without prejudice exa- 
mine the Titles, on which this Powerful and 
Seditieus-City grounds it's Right of with- 
drawing it ſelf from under the Authority of 
the State-holder, will find them fo little ſo- 
lid, that he will wonder any Man of Senſe 
can in the leaft regard them. It alledges pre« 
tended Privileges, which have been granted 
to it, at times, by Mery and by Philip II. and 
which have been confirmed, after the efta= 
bliſhment of the Commonwealth, by the 
States themſelves, to the Prejudice of one of 
my Anceftor- It alledges the Obligation, ta 
the which by Solemn Oath, atevery Change 
of Magiſtrates, it ftands ingaged to maintain 
the ſaid Privileges. Now, to overthrow theſe 
il|-eftabliſhed Rights, there needs no more 
but to conſult the Laws of the Republick , 
which from t'1eir_ very foundation,. by ſap- 
prefling Monarchical Government, Have at 
the ſame time abrogated all the Privileges, 
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les $overains ; Si cette abrogation n'a_pas 
eſt6 faite par des' &kesexpres, elle Va-eits 


du molris tacitement;-pirce que'ces! ſortes 


de prerogatives ne conviennent point A 
Tetat d'une Republique, ny A Iegalite & 
a union qui doivent regner parmy tons les 
Membres qui la_compolent.. D'ailleurs, les 
pretendvs ACtes que ley Etats ont .donnez 
en_divers. temps en_faveur de cette. Ville 
codtre tft fe mes Apceſtres, ne peuvent pas 
eſte des titres vatables contreles droits de 
Ia Chatge de Stathdtder hue Yay bien voulu 
conferyver 3 puis. qualors la' Republique 
eftant encore _naiffante, on,ne conſultoit 
pas tofijours les Loix & 1a Fiiſtice dans 1es 
Deciſions 'des Etats ; on eftoit obtige. de 
8'accommoder au tetnps, '& de {ouſcrire 
aux demanides . quot qliinjuſtes , des. Villes, 
pour Te point alpgrir les peuples, & pour 
.ne 'Þas rEyciller unreſte d'inclioation pour 
leurs aciens Princes, qui n'eftoit 'pas tout 
A fait Eteint dans leuts corurs. Ce. que je 
vous dis eft fi vray, que depuis que le Gou- 
vernement a RE ſolidement etabli, les Etats 
onoiffint Twjuſtice de certains Actes 
ae la neceffit& des temps ,avoit arrache 
- Ueux, y ont*dEroge ſagement dans la ſuite, 
Je pourrois meſme . pour aneantir ces pre- 
tendus droits, avoir recours a la prefcription, 
puiſque. depuis pres d'un fiecle, cevx d'Am- 
ſterdam ne ſe font point avikZz dc les faire 
revivre, .quoy que Yoccafion $'en foit pre- 
fentEepiufieurs fois pendaiit abſence de mes 
Anceftres, 'lors que_ intereſt de VEtat les 
appelioit en un pais Etranger, pour y com- 
mander les Arm&es. Alors ceux qui exer- 
coient 1a Magiftrature a Amſterdam plus 
mftruits de leurs devoirs, & moins ambiticux 
queceux de cetemps-cy.ne croyoient pas que 
ce fuft deroger aux droits & aux privileges . 
anciens te lets Villes, que dfenvoyer de- 
mander les, fuff;ages du Statholder abſent, 
pour le choix des Bourguemeſires' & des 
Echevins. En dernier lieu m<ime, lorſque 
le bien de mon ſervice. ov celuy de FEtat 
mfont apple hours de ces Provinces; its 
nont fait ancune <ificuitE d'avoir recours 
A moy, comme au legitune diſpenſatcur de 
leurs Mzgiftratnics + reconnoisa ce trait 
HYhurifus, / Faiicicnne ave:fron de cette Ville 
peur la:graudevr. de ma Maiton, & Voppo- 
fiticoa quielte @ 1cfjovurs affecte de montrer 
4 toutes les prcpofitions que je faiſois autre- 
fois pour le bien de la Republique 3 mals Ce 
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and all -the Conceffions granted to chem by 
thei Soveraigns; whictr Abrogation;-if it 
has not been done. by expreſs. Acts, at leaſt 
it has been made tacitly 3 becauſe theſe forts 
of Prerogatives donot at all. agree with the 
State of a Common-wealth, nor with the I'- 
quality,and the Union which oughttqReigu 
amongtt the, Members that compoſe 1t 2 Be- 
Gdes, the pretended. Acts which the ,States 
have at-divers times made in favout of this 
City againſt one of my. Anceſtors, cannot 
have any Title to be held-of weight againſt 
the Rights of the Office of State-halder, 
which Thave ſet my {elf to conſeryezbecauſe 
the Republick being at that time in its In- 
fancy, the States did nat in. theig Decifions 
always conſil!t what was Law ang Juſt ; they 
were forced. to accommodate themſely;s, to 
the Times, and yield to the Demands of the 
Cities, exen- though Unjuſt, left they ſhould 
irritate the People, or- awake in them: a 
hankering-inclination towards their, Ancient 
Pauces, which, was not altogether extin- 
guiſh'd in their Hearts. ,. What. I. tell-you is 
© true, that after the Government was firmly 
ſ:ttled, the Eftates, . being. conſcious of the 
Injuſtice of certain Acts which the Neceflity: 
of the Times had wrung from'them, gid in 
procefs of time derogate from them..I could. 
too, to ſh:w the nulhty, of, theſe pretended 
Rights, have recourſe to Preſcription ; line, 
for almoit an Ape after, they of Amfterdam 
did not judge it adviſable to revive them, al- 
though the occaſion was many times pre- 
{:ntedin the abſcnce-of my Anceſtors, when. 
th: Intereft of the State cali'd chem to 4 Fore:gn 
Country to commard their Armies; at which 
times they who cxerciled the. Magiſtcacy.of 
Amſterdam, better uiftructed inth-ic Duties, 
and leſs ambitious than thoſe now: a days, 


thonght it noderogation tram the'Rights and 


ancient Privileges-of their Cities, to fend to 


ask the \uffrages of the all1i State-holder, 


for the, choice of tha Burgo Maſte;s. and 
Sheriff; L-itiy, I cond ail-dge.that when the: 
Good of my, «wn Service, or that of the Res 
pubiick, have called me qQut of thoſe Provin+ 
ces, they made no.difficuley at ail to have re» 
courſe ty megasto ihe iawiul Di'poter of their 
Magiitracies. Th s ivjorious treaiment makes. 
me refl. & ou the-aocient averfion this, City, 
has bad to the Gr #7:deur of my Houſe, anag 
the Oppcufation 4bat it has ever Shanelly, 
Gown, ty al the Propolaly I haveat ofher. 


is 


enplement 


« qtti inte ſayprend le plus Ceſt 'x 
des Membres des Etates, © mefme des plus 
- Tolairex, quiſe laiflent fafciner les yeux par 
les mfinuations trompeuſes de cette artifi- 


cieule- Ville, & qui, ne Sa ent ps 
du piege quelle Itur tend 5 cafelle les ſur- 


prend avec adrefle en reveſtifſant ſon manvis- 


dgfſein d'une fauſſe_apparence de neceffitd 
& qe Jaftice, pour potzyoir plus Impunement 
aneaggir-le refte de PautoriteE du Statholder, 
& inffoduire enſuite dans la Magiftrature 
des gens 2 fa devotion; dont les (uffrages 
lui ſoient afſurez, ſoit pour ſe ſeparer de 
Tunion des Provinces, © elle le juge 2 
propos, ſoit pour les engagera'fe ſeparer de 
la ligue, '& 2 'conclarce 2 1a faintaife une 
paix aufit honteufe: que Eelle de 1698. en 
demenrant une avec alles, Je ne [gay 
Point quelle reſolution t@ Etats prendroat 
'fur une affiire avi delicate que- celle-cy, 
mais Jay peine 2 croire qu'ils imiteut leurs 
predecefleurs, en acquieſcant contre. moy 
A Vinjuſtice & dangereue demande-de cette 
Ville, & qu'tts*mangnent en cette-occaſion 
au reſpect; a'la-congderation & a lare- 


connoiffance qu'ils me doiventz je fray- 


bien que s'ls prenent ce party, je ne frray 
pas & traitable, ny Gi comphlailant que celuy 
de mes'Anceftes, 'A qui ils firent ce palſc- 
droit;. Gomme'ma fortune, ron elEratian, 
& mon earactere, ſont inflaiment au defſus 
de cenx dont: i! etoit alors reveſtu; ils 
doivent  anfi Fattendre un” refſentiment 
diffrrent et proportionne 2: mon rang-et A 
mon genie; et compter que quand un Roy 
a bien vouln &abaifſer juſques 2 ne point 
mepriſer Femploy de leur Statholder, non 
ſenlement- jls ne dvivent pas 'peaſer 2 en 
diminner” FauthoritC et. les prerogatives, 
mais qu'i!s doivent an contraire en muſurer 


I'ftendu8-2 la Grandeur et 2 la Majeſte. 


Royale. Je ne ſuis pas cependant ft peu 
informe du, mcs veritable intereſts, que Je 
meſcache que mon fort eft comme attache 
a lamitie et 2 la protection des Etats, et 
-que lors que'j= hazarde de- me brofiillec 
avec euz, je commets mon <tabliſſement 
en_ Angleterre, dont vous'connoiflex auth- 
bien que moy lVincertitude et le p:u de 
ſolidit#. Mais il n'importe, quelque riſque 
que je pnifſe contirz il n'y a extremite 2 
Jaquelte je ne re porte-pour ſofttenir mon 
rang et ma gloitez  quiconque a ole en- 

treprendre Taffaire d'Angleterre peut neſtre 
pas aimd&, mais it doit eftce- Eraint et me- 
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times made for tfis Good of the Commen2 
Weaſth: But that which ſurprizes nie isthie 


Blindneſs of he grey mbers of the States, even 
of thoſe who*are the moſt Judicious, who 
ſnffer themſcives to be bewitched by the de- 
lofive infinnations of this crafty City,  anEare - 
not aware of the Snare that is laid to intrap 
them; for they ſarprize them, by cloaking 
their wicked with'a falſe appearance 
uftice, that they may with 
more ſmpunity "deſtroy what is left of the 
Authority of the State«holder, and thence to 
introduce into the Ma cy People de- 
voted to them, of whoſe ſuffrages they are 
affured; whether it be with intent to ſepa- 
rate it ſelf from the Union of the Provinces,if 
they judge it convenient ;-or to engage theny 
to depart from the League; or, remaining 
united with them, to. conclude a Peace at 
their pleaſure,” as ſhameful as that of 1678. 
I do not know What reſolation the States. 
will take,” in (o tender a buſineſs as this is3 
but Lcan hardlybelieve that they willimitate 
ediburs, by condeſcending, in op+ 
poſition to me, tothe unjuft and dangerous 
D<mand of this City ; or that in this occafton 
they wilt fajl of the Reſpect, the Conſile- 
ration, and the Acknowledgment they owe 
me ; but this I know for certaiv, thar, if they 
fide with that Party, 1 ſhall not be ſo tract- 
able nor ſo, complaiſaut as was that Anceftor 
of mine, to whom they did the-Game 'In-- 
juſtice: As my Fortune, my n, and 
my Character are infinitely above thoſe he 
then wore, ſo they ought likewiſe taexpect a 
reſentment both different and proportioned 
to my Rank, and to'\my Gus; and'td 
reckon that when a King has been pkaſed i 
to abaſe himfelf as not to deſpsſe the Office of 
their State-ho!der, not only they ought not ta 
think of dimin;ſbingits Authority and Prero« 
gatives, but on the contrary, that they ought 
e It, in proporfion to the Grandeur 
and Soveraign Majeſty of a Kipg, YetLam not 
ſo little ſeen in my own true Intereſts, as not 
to know that my Fortune ts attached t& the 
Friendſhip and Protetion of the States; and 
that when I hazard to embroil my. ſelf with 
them, T at the ame time eadanger my Efta- 
bliſhment in England, which you know a; well 
4s 1 bow Uncertain and Wah it is: But/tis no 
matter, tet-me run ther ri = I wil, there is' 
'no__Extremity which'F will not undergo to - 
maintain my Rank, and my Glory, Whoever bas 


been ſo hardy a4 60 onterprixe upon the Aﬀeair EC. 


wage. Qui a felt reduire 1a Vilſe de Lon- 
_ — — fauvage- 8; aufli diffi- 
.cile 4. gouverner_ que celle.d' Amſterdam, 
peut bien-mettre cette deMiere Ville a la 
Taifon, & la faire repentir de fon ingra- 
.titude, Eatrez dans mon eſprit & dans 
,ma penſCe, & infinucz vivement anx Etats 
1a ferme reſolution que Jay priſe de ne me 


point relacher de mes dfoits, ils ne me. 


- rendent pas la juſtice qu'ils me doivent, 
Le refſentiment que je ſeray eſclater contre 
eux m'acreditara peut-eſtre en Angleterre 
& m'affermira ſur le Trone; car enfin je 
connois Pancienne jaloufie des deux Na- 
tions 1'une contre Vautre;z je ſcay que le 
commerce a toiljours eſtE la Pomme de 
diſcorde entreelles, ain je ne doute pas que 
la propoſition de ruiner le commerce de 
Hollande ne ſoit agreable regie en Angle- 


terre, & ne reunifſe en ma taveur les Ans, 


glois,aupres deſquels les engagemens Ctraits 
que Jay avec les Etats, me rendront tott- 
Jours ſuſpect. Vous m'allegnerez ſans doute 
que Ja France ne manqueroit pasde profiter 
\ de cedefordre, & qu'enfin le maE-beur en 
retomberoit peut-eftre ſur moy ; Yen con- 
viendray avec vous, mais on facrifie ſouvent 
la politique 4 la vengeance, & 'cette Cou- 
ronne qui eft peut-«ſt:emoins2grie contre 
Jes Anglois que contre les Hollandois,qu'elle 
regarde commelesinftrumens&les moteurs 
de cette guerre, ſuivroit peut-cſtre les meſ- 
- mes maximes, pourvii que aailleurs elle y 
trouvaſt egalement ſon compte. Je remetsa 


roſtre prudence la conduite de cette affaire,. 


& vous recommande de vous ſervir de toute 
yoſtre adrefſe, pour la faire rei\flir 4 mon a- 
vantagezmais ſurtout apprenez a connoiſtre 
le caractere des Republiques, aupres deſ- 
guelles il faut moins employer Ja/dorgeur 
que les menaces ; la premier voye Is rendant 
ordinairement fieres&intraitables,& Vautre 
produiſfant un eftct contraire, Sur tout, ne 
recherchez point avec trop d'empreſſement 
les amis & les ſerviteursque ay en;Hollande, 
car quelque affectionez qu'ils me puifſent 
eftre, quand ils ne ſont pas contenus dans le 
devoir par ma preſence, ils ſont tcujours 
Holandois,c'eft a direRepublicains,ennemis 
 duStatholder,& ſuſceptibles de Veſprit ſedi- 
jeux desanciennes FaCtions,que vous {gavez 
nayoir,pasckc.entierement Etoufffes dans 
. le fang des de-Witt 3 ce que je vous dis, neſt 
pas ſeulement fonde ſur la connoiflance par- 
* ticuliere que Yay du genie de ces Peuples, 
: Mais enpore-ſur les avis que J'ay reccfis de 


-- 
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England, can1es hope to he Lov d; be ought ts. + 
make himſelf Fear'd and Humour'd. He who 
knew how to reduce London, a City at leaſt as. 
Fd, andas hard.to Govern as that of Am- 
flerdam, will eafily be able to bring this later- 
Town to Reaſon, and make it repent its In- 
gratitude. Enter well into my Miad,and into- 
my T houghts, and in{inuate teelingly to 
States, the firm reſolution L have taken not to. 
abate a tittle of my Rights, in caſe they ſhould, 
refuſe to render me the Juſtice whicFthey, 
owe.me. The Reſentment which I will faſh. 
out againſt them, will perhaps gain me Credit 
in Enz2land, and make me ftand firmupon the: 
Throne ; for Lam not to be taught the an« 
cient jcaloufic of the two Nations againſt one 
anothets I know well that :Trade has ever 
been the Apple of Duſcord between themz. 

whence I cannot dgabt. but the Propoſal of. 
ruining the Trade of Helaxd will be very wel- 
come to England, and will re-unite the Enge+- 

{iſp in my favour, with whom the ſtrict En-- 
gagements L have with the States will always; 
render me ſuſpected. You will, doubt nor, 
alledge that France will be ſure to make its. 
advantage of this Dilorder, and that the Mif- 
chief will,at laſt, pcflibly fall upon me : I grant 
it 3 but Men often ſacr:fice thetr Policy to therr- 
Reveyge; and that Crown which is perhaps leſs 
exaſperated againſt the EngliſÞ than: agaiuft 
the Hoellanders, whom they look upon as the 
Inftruments and Inciters to this War, will,it 
may be, follow the ſame Maxims, fo it can in 
other regards equally find itS account init. E 
leave. the:conduct of this Afrair to- your Pru- 
dence, and recommend it to you to uſe your 
beſt dextcrity 'to make it ſucceed to my ad- 
vantage: Put, above- all, learn to know the 
CharaCter of Republicks, with whom-tis leſs. 
efcectual to uſe Sweetneſs than Menaces ;. the 
former Method does generally make them 


. Fierce and Untractable; the latter works a 


contrary Eftc&t. Particularly, dConat tco ear- 
neſtly court thoſe Friends and Servants which 
Thad in Hofand : For,. however affectionate 
they may be to me, yet, when they are not 
kept within their Duty by my Preſence, they 
are ſtill Helanders, that 1s to ſay RepuMlicans, 
Encmies of the State-holder, and (uſceptible 
of the Seditious Spirit of the old Fadions, 
which you know have not been yet perfectly 
guenched in the Blood of the De-Wirs What 
I tell you is not only grounded on the parti- 
cular knowledge I have of the Ger of theſe 
People, but aHfo on the Advice I have received 
from thoſe, who, out of Duty or Inclinaticn, 
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Qrix qui par devoir on par inclination me 
font les plus affeQionnez;- qui av Hey de te- 


telter un pareilattentat, & de mexciter 21a 


vengeance, me convient mallement & ſolite- 
. nir mes droit, & me font tacitement con- 
noiſtre que dn qui vien-droitde 
ma Part, ſeroit plus de leur gout que Vop- 
poſition & la refiftance 5 tant &t grand Va- 


veuglement des peuples, qui ont en'general 


unEarerfion naturalle pour leurs ſuperieurs, 
quelques biensfaits & quelques ſervices effen- 
tiels qu'ils en ayent recells, 


4 


Si voſtre negociation reifflifſoit comme je 


le defire,quoy qu'entre nous je n'oſe Ieſperer, 
parce qu'il me paroiſt un concert ferme en- 
tre ces gens-Ia de diminuep Fantorite du 
Statholder, & que daillenrs-te long com- 
merce que jay ett avec eux, m'a appris que 
Je n'y pouvois prendre que treg-peu de_con- 
fiance, lo-s qu'il $'agifloit de leur Inferetts. 
Sollicitex puiſſamment les Etats de m'en- 
Yoyer au Prin-temps prochain, $s'il eſt pof- 
Hible,un renfort de tronpes Holtandoifes,pour 
employer ala conqueſte durefte del'Irlande, 
et repreſentex leur viviment non pas tant par 
rapport 4 moy parce que cela pourroitleur 
eftre ſuſpect, que par rapport de la guerre 
dans laquelle ils ſont engageq+-- contre Ia 


France, et a la diminution de la depenſe; qui 


eſt, comme vous ſavez; un puifſant cherme 


pour eux3 que ſans-ce ſecours, que Foffre: 


dentretenir 4 mes depens, jauray peine 4 
venir a bout de mes defieinset a-confommer 
heureuſement cette enterpriſe. Menagez ce- 
pendant cette negociation avec beaucop de 


_ delicatefſe et d'habilets ; car fi vous tEmoig- 


niez de Temprefſement, ils ſont af:ez ſoup» 
canneux pour croire que je leur” ferois cet- 
tedemande p:utoft pour me rendre Maiftre 
de leurs forces, & pourles reduire a'fe ſou- 
mettre a mes volontez, que Pour terminer 
Yexpedition d'Iftande. Cependant Quoy que 
raye Pris des meſures Pour tirer des troupes 
UHAllemagne, je ne me ſeaurois que difficile- 
ment Paſſer dc cellesde Hollande ; car ſans 
cela,veit les renforts confiderables que le Roy 
tres-Chreſtien ſe diſpoſe 2 faire paſſer en Ic- 
lande, je ſerois oblig6 d'avoir recours atix 
Anglois, que je n'oferois armer non plus gue 
des Furieux, (9 deſquels je ne dois pas at- 
tendre p!us de fidelite & d'affection, -qu'ils 
en ont tEmoigne au Roy Jaques mon pre- 
deceſſcur lorſque je ſuis entre en Angleterre; 
ſur ce je prie Dieu, mon Couſin, &c, Donne 
a Vitchal le 20. Janvier 1690. 

N GUILLAUME, 


(5) 


are the moſt affectionate to me; whojiriftead 
"of Detefting ſuch a Procedure, or exciting 
me to Revenge it, wiſh me to maintain nip 
Rights with Sweetneſs, and in ſoft terms 
give me to-underftatd, that acquieſcence on 
my Part will better pleaſe them than Oppo- | 
lition and Reſiſtance, * So greats the Bli1g- 
neſs of People who have" generally a Na- 
tura! Averfion to their Superiours, what Be- 
nefits or eſſential Services foerer they have 

received from them. -_ - "AE | 


If .your Negotiation ſucceeds, tho', be- 
twixt our ſelves; I darggrot- hope it, there 
being ( as appears to mE)a firm reſolution 
ccncerted amongf thoſe People to leſſen the 
Authority of the State-holderz and, beſides, 
by long Converſewith them, I have learn't 
that I caj put very little truſt in; them when 
their own Intereſt is in Agitation. Fhen Sol- 
licit the States-with all your Power to ſend 
me next Spring; if poſſible, a Reinforcement 
of Hetland T be employ'd in the 
Conqueſt of the reſt of -Feland - and: repre- 
ſent it to-thenylivelyz not fo mnch for any re< 
gard it has to me, becauſe this may breed in” 
them ſome ſuſpicion, as -in reference to the 
War againft France in which they are en-- 
gaged, and tothe retrenching the Expence,' 
which-you know is.a powerful Charm with 
ther, Tell them that without this Succour, 
which I offer to-maintain at my own coſt, L 
ſhall have great difficulty to compaſs 'my 
Defigns,or bring this Undertaking to-a happy 
end. In the mean time.manage this Negotia- 
tion with all Charineſs and Dexterity ; for if 
you ſhow an earneftneſs in it, they are ſuſpi- 
cious ehough to apprehend, that I make. 
this Demand to them more: to make my ſelf 
Maſter of their Forces, and tobring them to 

Submit to my WVill, than to finiſh th 


- 


dition for Ireland; Now, tho' I have taken 


ſome meaſures to draw Troops out of Ger=-- 

many, yet F cannot without difficulty want 
thoſe of Holland; for, without thoſe, conſfi- 
dering the Reinforcements which the Moft 
Chriſtian King -is Preparing to ſend into Fre- 
land, IT ſhall be put to have recourſe to the. 


"Engliſh, whom'T dare no more Arm than ſo 


many Madmen ; and from whom I ought nos 
why & more Fidelity and Ho {ug 
t 'd to King James, my Prexeceſſour, 
when I came - Yo land; - For this end E 
beſeech God, &c. . Given at Hbitehall, the 


20;h, of January, 1690, 
4,00 JED: 303% IVILLIAM, 


+ 


- laft an Ambitious and moſt Anxious Ankelation 4 
'that Tranſport as to diſregard the Ruining himſelf, and ſacrificing all bis other -En- 
. gagements,, and pretended General -Goods, -rather-than to ſuffer the diminution of the 


(4955+ 


REFLECTIONS on the fort-gong LETTER; 


Fr egy & -- ® 


JF. is neither Flattery nor Pique to any Party which made,me Tranſlate and Pubs 


kth this: Letter. am an E-glsſþ-Man, and only the fancere Love of my Country, 
was the Motive-which induced me to meddle with ſuch a 'dIngerous bufineſs. Iam 
ſure no other Conſideration did inflnence ze, but a due regard to the Good of England; 
whole Miſcries now cry fo loud, that they awaken every True Son of Hers to ſeek her 
Redrelbs, by, communicating to many whitis the common Concern of al. The Letter 
it ſelf 1s ſo Natnral in all its Parts, and; Cirgnmftances, that it Vauches its owa Reality , 
to 7 intelligent Reader; and thc Oripinal is producible when-it- may be fafe and 
prudent. $SINTH rh | W=eMd. pa 9, 
— The. Contents oft lead ns to refle& on "the *Genzuy of the 'Enditer, what Holand 
thinks of-him, whit he thinks of England,” and what England mutt expect from him. 
We-were made believe that he was far from any ſelfiſþ ends, but came over out of pure \ 


zeal for our: Religion, Eaws, Liberties, -and Properties; but this Letter, the true Ldex 
. of his Mind,and moſt-inwagd Thoughts, [as being writ to his moſt Intimate Friend,)plain- 


ivate Grandeur. It is from firlt to 


Iy diſcoyversa Temper ſolely bent to purfue his own 
his own private Gar) ; and with 


leaſt Tittle ofit. The er, hat rotheir-coft; 'hadexperience of this Haughty aud * 


. Arbitrary Humor, which threatned the ruine of their Government ; aud theretore had 


teWit to ſendhim over to us aur. Charge, and when he was gi, tg wipe their Hands 
of him :"They were prudent too as to confider, that fince K: 27; ow'd more to England 
than to them, he could not' poſſibly be-rx#e to Borb, but muſt divide his Kindneſs (per- 
haps unequilly too). between ehem and the Engliſh. :And have. not we the fame Reaſon 
to be Jealous of his -Yeartineſs to :8ngloxnd, ſeeing that he ſets ſuch a value on the Office 
of Stat-holder, {the keeping or :lofing which depends on their pleaſure,) that he will 
hazard Al, rather tharrone jot-of that Authority ſhould be balk'd hicz, He threatens 
tp bring their Trade to Englandif they do not comply ; and if he ca do us this fa= 
vour,: (as che grants,)-why does not he aF#ually do it ? 1 am ſure, Eg/and thus loaden 
with- heavy Taxes, :arid impoverifh'd with frequent Loſſes, and an infinity of poor 


: Forcigners hanging upon. her, does exceedingly need his favour in that particular, Is 


not this to tell us in plain terms, that he- will not do what be can for England, in caſe 
the Dutch will but carty it civilly with himz- and to-confeſs that he has been, hitherto, 


' but he!f Friend;chalf Foe to: us, in that our 'main Concern? To what degree he has 
. afſifted us in this, the smpoversſh'd Merchant, and decay of Trade will feelingly inform 
: Us, Without need of theLetter of Min Heer—to Min Heer, which: lays it open at large: 
: But, certainly, that People muſt be very Unbappy that has made Choice of a King, 
«whoſe Intereft obliges him to be Indifferent, and a kind of Newter between them; and 
- thoſe -who are their Competitors, in that which is the moſt Staple-ſubſiltence of tte 
Nation, and the main Fond of their Riches, and conſequently of their Power. This 
[Letter plainly ſhows. us that his Circumſtances force him upon the Policy to tet his 
"Protection hover, with doubtful Wings, betwixt the two Nations; (as it does here be- 


tween the Church of England and the Diffenters,) and they who pleaſe him moſt ſhall 


- Partake the greateſt ſhare of it ;-but he will be #ntire to nereber. 


And: yet, if Gratitude may ſway with him, nz/and may ftii! with all reaſon ex- 
ped, that this Sow of Glory will ſhine with a fuller Aſpe&t upon it than upon the 7ol- 
lander , fince they have diſobliged him, whereas we on the other fide have obliged him 
3nfameely; for, we have abdicated our Lawful Prince, and accepted him, though a 


Foreigner, for: our King: To do this, we have violated the molt Fundamental Laws 
of. England, by tavern 


g the immediate Succeſſion, We bave engaged our ſelves ba. 


p_ «ab 


» 
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the'coftly, dangerous, and (in fikeliboodi!):: the Lifting War of - the Canfedirates 
againſt France; which we-were free from before;' a eo Beck which: (amangt 
divers (ſuch others) he brought over-with. kim.: Wc have axbavited our (elves, tb gire 
him vaſt Syms of Money, beſides what we have kindly lent him out- of gur Packets, 
. and, as things ſtand, upon very /ligbe ſecurity; We have raiſed him greet: Armies of 
Soldiers, to keep him ia the Throne,-if we can; and have repated; fucka truſt:;n him, 
as to Jet, him bring in as many- Foreigners as he wiltz! nay, ſo--odny that; dingrwith 
the-Government, they were- able, 'if he pleaſes, to ſubdug:Eg/end; ft Weirhave:broken 
our Oath of Allegiarce-to- Ring James, nay that of ' Sumpremacy tba; by:bringuig:in 
a new King by E/:&:on; Which makes the: People. abſolutely Supreme: /and\ Xyug- 
makers, Wehave ſuſpended, if not renounced, the avowed Princepies:of 'our Brote 
Reliflon, Indsſpenſable Allegiance, and have more than cracgd «the. Commandments 
themſelves, Laſtly, we have ſlightcd, and wiltully, ſhut -our eyes-againſt, God's-alto- 
_ niſhii'e and mott evident Judgments- of diverſe kinds: AZ rb5s, and manyoother fuch 
like extravagant -Kindnelſes. we have done for . him 3: and Holavd has uatifioge cone goe 
of all thus; And what is our Reward? The higheſt and utter; Diſco c&-30, By. 286 
the higheſt Confidence placed in the Durch. We Englyb are looked upon and Cha- 
raCteriz'd by him as tance de fiiriex, ſo many Madmen, not at all to be truſted with Wea- 
pons in onr Hands, and upbraided for deſereznug our own King, and running over to him. 
Thoſe Sober Men, - Danes, Gzrmans, and Hofanders, may be ſuffered to handle edg'd 
zeo/s, but not Engli/h-Mcen by any means, ia caſe enough of other Nations can be hired 
for our moxey: And what's the plain Engliſb of this, but that thoſe Out-landiſh Forces 
ſhall-Govern England, or he govern it by them.? We madmen are good for nothing but 
to be ſhickl*d, manacled, tyed up, keptiin the dark; (which we have been ſufficiently, ) 
leſt we hurt our (clves or othess 3. we are to be kept at ſpare Dyes, and bard Fare, good 
feeding will increaſe our Diftemper, and-make us pamper'd, terce, haughty, and un- 
governable. The City of London is (as he ſays) I/ild too, nay, at leaff” as Wild #s 
Amfterdam, (which is deſcribed here to be little better than extravagantly Mad,) yet 
he brags he has reduc'd, that is, tamed that too: And 'tis true,-for nothing tames rich 
Men ſo much as Poverty, The Lieutenancy is doubtle(s wild alſo, and therefore 'tis to be 
ſhifted to and fro, that one fide may tame the other: Yet London is not tawed balf 
enough, Four {ſome ſay five) Millions are owing already, and yet there needs Two 
Millions more for his preſent occaſions to carry on the War; and this Money, and (in 
likel hood, ty ice as much more when that is ſpent, muſt be had on Tome faſhion : But 
how ? The Country is already at the bottom of its Purſe; Univerſal Exciſe is ſo perfectly 
Durcb Tyranny, ard fo unheard of here, that it will-never. down with the Engl1ſs : 
What rem-ins then but that our Magazine of Money, London, is to be in due time rifled, 
the Wit ot Min cannot imagine: Talk not of Law, Neceflity, that knows none, will de- 
mas dit; aud a Neceſſity too the moſt preffing and extreme that can be; for otherwiſe 
the War againſt King James cannot be upheld, and ſo the Grandeur of the Tamer would 
be abatcd, th: High Elevation depre(s'd, and the Glorious Character darken'd and 
defac'd; in ſuch a defperate caſe, then Immenſe Sums are abſolutely needful, and when 
the lendiyvg, hand draws back, for fear of non-ſolvency, Neceſfity will be put to-fpeak 
i Hs«-Wh Lavguage, and cry; lomuſt-and will bave-it... Aud how multit be-extaricd ? 
N-t by (ur -wn Country Men, this cannot be expected; it can only then be wrung ; E 
from us by Furcign Hands, and by the help of thoſe Sober M-n above-mentioned ; whoſe 
P.cy chorgh they whet their Courages fictt in Ireland, England is in all likelihood 
defigned 10 be; For, if the Gre:-t Cummander of Them and Us, be (as himſelf has told. 
us in this Lettes) fo over-tond of G/ory, and hucry'd towards it with ſuch an Impetuous 
Aﬀc di.n, that he- will haza:d his own Rune, rather than abate one Titele of the (in 
compariſon) contemptihle Authority of the Seate-bolder of Holland; do we think he 
will tick to rume ws, rather thanfoſe the Majcfty of a Soveraign Kong of England, Scot- 
lard, Frarce, and -Treland, which he efteems'to be Infinitely above bis fomer Condition, 
Aud by what ameans can he do this, and wieak thp revenge he f© Sens bn the 
| . miniſhers 
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© Dimitiſheri of tis Glory; but by Ouitandiſh Inflrument? All which duly conſidered; - 


CON IG we ſhould not be as jealous as the Holanders, and more jaſtly fear 
that tic ſends for their Forccs more to ſubdue-us, and make #3 ſubmzr to bis ll, than 


| os nn Ireland. y | 
Ina Wi declares himſelf utterly difconfident of the Eng/z/b, as of ſo many Mad- 
ex, and that he expects not tbet they wilkbe 1nore Farthfu] to him than to King James, 
when be came over ; he confelles he-canmot be. lov'd in Enzland, after his bold attempt 
upon it z- which' ſhows it impoſſible he ſhould love-England,- that cannet love bim. « He 
declares that it is bis proper Method of Ruling it, and his. beft Play to inake himſclf 
Fear'd, which ſhows he looks upon himſelf as diſobliged by us; and what ſevere Re- 
he breaths out againſt his .Diſobligers, his own, angry Expreſſions inform us: 

And | by what means can he think himſelf able to make Engliſh-Men Fear hinff and 
{if.need be) to revenge himſelf upon them, and to get Money to {upport himſelf by 
ying on the War, : but by: Forezgn. Forces ſubduing and enflaving us,, and then 
paying themſelves, when we will not, or c 


974/05, en quen conſevinus agros! 


annat? Engqua Diſcordia cives Perduxig 


